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Newsletter 28 May 2021 
 
Dear parents and carers 
  
As we come to the end of this half term, I am pleased 
to be able to report that we have only had to move 
one class to remote learning, for four days, due to a 
positive COVID-19 case. Our control measures have 
obviously been working so thank you all for your 
continued support with these, ensuring that our 
school community continues to stay safe. 
 
Our Year 6 children have been enjoying two activity 
days at Stubbers, yesterday and today, in place of the 
usual residential trip that sadly had to be cancelled. 
They have been having a fantastic time, challenging 
themselves to undertake outdoor, adventurous 
activities that initially seemed so daunting to many. 
The sense of achievement that I feel sure they will all 
experience this evening, will no doubt be a highlight 
of their final year at Branfil.  
 
It looks as though we will have good 
weather over the half term break so I 
hope you all enjoy some fun in the sun. 
We will look forward to seeing the 
children back on Monday 7 June for the end of this 
school year. 
 
Mrs Sansom, Headteacher 
 

Excellence in the Arts Award 

Last week’s winner was 
Emmanuel in Reception Elm 
class.  He made a fantastic clay 
elephant during his Forest 
School session. He worked 
really hard on it, persisting 
when he found the clay a bit 
hard to work with at first and 

then adding some extra 
details using natural 
resources from our 
Forest School area. One 
of the pictures show 
Emmanuel in action 
making it. 

 

This week’s winners are 1 Lime.  Ms Parveen was so 
impressed with the quality of artwork that all the 
children produced. The whole class were continuously 
talking about Pointillism and sharing facts about it.  A 
lot of children even completed extra art work at 
home, which is fantastic to hear.  

Keep it up and well done to our first class winners!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next value is 'humility' and the style that 
we would like the children to work in is 'pop art.'  
Entries to be submitted to Mrs. Cullender. 

Values Based Education 
 
Patience 
This month our school value is Patience which is 
the ability to accept or tolerate delay, problems, 
or suffering without becoming annoyed or 
anxious.  
 
Our patience is often tested by the trials and 
tribulations of our 21st century lives. Modern 
technology allows us instant access to 
information and entertainment, which means we 
are less practised at accepting or tolerating delays 
or problems. Being patient with others is vitally 
important though for building relationships and 
helping people learn. We should also learn to be 
patient with ourselves as doing things well often 
takes time and practice. So this month let us all 
try to model patience to each other and our 
children, so they can see the value in giving 
themselves and others a little more time. 
  
Patience is not the ability to wait, but the ability 
to keep a good attitude whilst waiting. 
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Core Values Competition 
 

 

 

 

The winner for the Core Values Competition is Eadi in 
4 Birch. Her beautiful piece of artwork showed how 
we have to be patient when waiting for a seed to grow 
into a flower.  Eadi even wrote on the back of her 
piece of work saying: “My painting shows patience 
because when you want something you have to be 
able to wait. When you unroll the piece of paper, you 
have to wait to see the end result. The painting shows 
you have to be patient and wait to see a seed turn into 
a beautiful flower. It doesn't happen instantly.“ 

 

Disney PSHE Competition 

Enter the Disney Princess PSHE 
Competition for the chance for 
you and your class to win 30 
Disney merchandise bundles to 
enjoy!  Tell us about one of your 
acts of kindness by drawing a picture of a time when 
you helped someone, and then write a few sentences 
explaining:  
• What was your act of kindness?  
• Who or what did it help?  
• Why was your act of kindness helpful?  
Email a picture or scan of your entry 
to entries@intofilm.org. Let your teacher know you 
have entered and you will also receive a well done 
card for entering.  Please find flyer attached at the end 
of the newsletter. 
Competition deadline: 7 June 2021 – Good Luck!   
 

Invitation to Parents/Carers 

As part of our curriculum offer, we are committed to 
providing opportunities for pupils to enrich their 
social, moral, spiritual and cultural experiences and 
understanding. We aim to maintain a strong, 
supportive community approach where everyone is 
welcomed and valued. As a way to raise awareness of 
different cultures and religions, we are looking for 
members of our school community who are 

interested in sharing their religious beliefs and/or 
culture (including language). If you, or anyone you 
know of, would be willing to spend some time in 
school to share your/their knowledge 
and experience, we would love to hear from you. We 
are looking for volunteers for the next academic 
year.  Areas we would like to explore include: 

 Understanding different cultures (including 
languages) 

 Learning about different religions 

If you are interested, please contact the office 
(office@branfil.havering.sch.uk) with information 
about what you would be willing to share. A member 
of staff will then be in contact. 

 Miss Saker 

Whole Class Photo orders 

Proofs of the 'whole class photos' have been sent 
home with your child this week. If you wish to 
purchase any, please complete ALL fields on the proof 
and return it to your class teacher. 

Please ensure you have completed ALL fields, enclose 
your method of payment and, most importantly, 
don't forget to add the PUPIL'S NAME onto the order 
to ensure you receive your order back. 

Deadline for orders to be received in school – Monday 
7 June. 

Lockdown Stories 

Last month, Havering Local 
Authority asked children 
and young people to write 
a short piece about what 
lockdown was like for 
them. They heard some 
amazing stories of the 
resilience of young people 
and the creativity that has 
come about during 
lockdown. 

mailto:entries@intofilm.org
mailto:office@branfil.havering.sch.uk
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The ‘Lockdown Stories’ booklet is now complete and 
is available via the link below, along with the press 
release which supported its launch. 

https://issuu.com/haveringcouncil/docs/6218_lock
down_stories_issuu 

https://www.havering.gov.uk/news/article/952/lo
cal_young_people_talk_about_life_in_lockdown   

Please respect our neighbours when parking 

The office received a call last week from a neighbour 
in Little Gaynes Lane who came home to find she 
couldn’t park back on her drive or anywhere near her 
house.  This meant she had to park a distance away 
and walk her own children back to her house, and 
collect her car later.   

We are asking parents/carers who drive to be 
thoughtful for our neighbours and not to block their 
drives please. 

Second Hand Uniform 
 

Branfil pre-loved uniform shop is 
open for socially distanced 
collections.  You are able to 
purchase items of second hand 
uniform.  Suzanne Lock is operating 
entirely Covid friendly.  She asks 

that you text her your orders and she will then put the 
items in a box outside her house for collection.  Please 
message Suzanne on 07773910611 or via the Branfil 
Primary Preloved Uniform Facebook page. 

Face Coverings 

Thank you to everyone 
who is wearing a face 
covering whilst waiting 
outside the school and on 
the school premises. We 
ask everyone to wear a 
face covering, unless 
they have a medical 
exemption, in order to 
keep our school 
community safe. 
 

Urgent Contact for Positive Cases 

An email address has been set up for parents/carers 
to use when the school is closed (outside office hours) 
to inform us about a confirmed positive case of 
COVID-19 for one of our pupils who is in 
school: covid19@branfil.havering.sch.uk. This can 
also be used during the holiday. 
 
We check this email regularly and will respond by 
telephone to the family as soon as possible.  
 
Please do not communicate any other information 
relating to pupils self-isolating, pupils showing 
symptoms, family members testing positive etc. since 
these do not require an urgent response from the 
school – please continue to communicate about non-
urgent issues through the normal office email, 
attendance email  or by telephone. 
 
Please be aware that, where a pupil tests positive for 
COVID-19, having developed symptoms more than 48 
hours since being in school, the school should be 
informed via the office email, but parents and carers 
should follow contact-tracing instructions provided by 
NHS Test and Trace. 
 
Absent from School 

Please remember to contact the school when your 
child is absent.  You can either email: 
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephone the 
school on 01708 225186 and press option 1 if you 
wish to leave a message.  Please leave your child’s 
name, class and reason for absence.   If you wish to 
speak to a member of the office staff please hold on 
the line and your call will be answered.  If you are 
informing us of a possible Covid contact, please 
remember to inform us again when you receive the 
result.  Can we remind you that you keep the whole 
household in isolation if anyone is displaying Covid 
symptoms. Then please arrange a test/tests for 
anyone who is displaying any symptoms that may be 
Covid related. 

sQuid 

Please remember to regularly 

top up your sQuid account and 

keep it in credit. 

 

https://issuu.com/haveringcouncil/docs/6218_lockdown_stories_issuu
https://issuu.com/haveringcouncil/docs/6218_lockdown_stories_issuu
https://www.havering.gov.uk/news/article/952/local_young_people_talk_about_life_in_lockdown
https://www.havering.gov.uk/news/article/952/local_young_people_talk_about_life_in_lockdown
mailto:covid19@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk


 

Headteacher: Mrs N Sansom 
 
 

Cedar Avenue, Upminster, Essex. RM14 2LW 
Phone: 01708 225186    Web: www.branfil.com    Email:  office@branfil.havering.sch.uk 

 
Free School Meals 

If your circumstances have changed 

and you think you may be eligible for 

Free School Meal please see the link 

below to apply.  If your child is in R 

or KS1, you do not currently pay for 

school meals, but the school would still be able to 

get funding if you apply for free school meals.  If your 

child is in KS2, you would save a significant amount 

of money if your child is entitled to free school 

meals.  

As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for, 
and are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a 
one off grant of £50 towards school uniform to be 
used at the school suppliers.  To apply is very 
simple:https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlinefor
ms/free-school-meals.aspx#details 
   
 
 

 
 
 
21st May 2021 
 
Alfred, Rhylee, Kingsley, Emily, 
Ginevra, Kyla, Harry, Madison, 
Lily-May, Ernie, Katie-Scarlett, 
Holly, Henry, Logan, Caleb, 
Amie, Sadie, Faith, Theo, Max 
and Louis. 
 
 
 
28th May 2021  
 
Peyton, Michael, Charlie, 
Coraline, William, Jenson, 
Arthur, Jesica, Max, Simona, 
Dolcie, Billy, Skyla, Ruby, 
Keelan, Rhys, Lewis and Josh. 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday! 
 
Amber, George, Hazel, Isabella, 
Ethan, Erin, Jadyn, Maximus, 
Dolcie, Edward, Alexander, 
Mylee-Rae, Evie, Harrison, Jake, 
Harvey, Max, Teddy, Noah, Mia, 
Aria, Lydia, Riley, Stefan, Ruby, 
Chloe, Skylar, Esme, Rhea, Luke, 
Aleksej, Phoebe, Ruby and Harry. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/free-school-meals.aspx#details
https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/free-school-meals.aspx#details
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Friday 28 May 2021 School closes at the normal time for the half term holiday 

Monday 7 June 2021  School reopens for all pupils 

w/b 7 June 2021 Arts & Culture Week 

Tuesday 8 June 2021 Year 4 – Brazilian Dance Workshop 

Wednesday 9 June 2021 Year 2 – Freshwater Theatre visit on Crossing Continents and Oceans 

Thursday 10 June 2021 Reception - science visitor 

Thursday 10 June 2021 Year 3 – Roman Day 

Thursday 10 June 2021 Years 5 & 6 Quad Kids 

w/b 14 June Sports Days for all year groups 

18 June RE Day 

w/b 21 June 2021 Year 6 - secondary transfer week 

Monday 21 June 2021 Year 1 & 2 Virtual Football 

Tuesday 22 June 2021 Year 3 & 4 Quad Kids 

Thursday 1 July 2021 Years 1 & 2 Quad Kids 

Monday 12 July 2021 Year 6 - TFL STARS ‘Safety and Citizenship’ Virtual Presentation 

Friday 16 July 2021 Reception – visit to the park 

Friday 23 July 2021 School closes at the normal time for the summer holiday 

Thursday 2 September 2021 Pupils return to school 

 
 
 

INSET DAYS FOR 2021/2022 

Wednesday 1 September 2021 

Friday 19 November 2021 

Tuesday 4 January 2022 

Tuesday 19 April 2022 

Friday 22 July 2022 
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